Introduction
Small. Gram-negative nonsaccharolytic bacteria that pit the surface of agar media . and grow best under reduced oxygen tension have been classified as Bacteroides corrodens. Jackson et al (1971) made a distinction between the strict anaerobes (Bacteroides corrodens) and strains growing in air or air + CO 2 (Eikenella corrodens).
Eikenella corrodens
These strains are frequently isolated from clinical material. The natural habitat appears to be the upper respiratory tract of man. Sites of isolation of strains sent to· the National Collection of Type Cultures include a variety of abscesses (brain, liver, perinephric, finger, subphrenic, cervical, clitoral, lung, neck, jaw, appendix and submandibular) and other sites including sputum, pleural fluid and colostomy wound: Reports from the literature cite isolation from respiratory tract abscess, and blood cultures following dental extraction.
The phenotypic characterization ·of E. corrodens has been discussed by Hill, SneH and Lapage (1970) . Although the strains may prefer anaerobic conditions plus CO 2 or air plus CO 2 on first isolation, after subculture they grow well under aerobic conditions. The characteristic ' pitting' or corrosion of the agar surface is not an invariant character as several non-pitting strains have been examined. The characteristics of these , bacteria are: Gram-negative rods, nonmotile, non-saccharolytic, urease, caseinase, gelatinase, and catalase negative. The oxidase test is positive, nitrates are reduced and ornithine and lysine decarboxylases are produced. The Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) base composition is in the range 56.2--58.2 % Guanine+ cystosine (GC) The combination of results: oxidase positive, catalase negative, nitrates reduced and ornithine and lysine decarboxylated is unique to E. corrodens and provides a ready means of identification.
Bacteroides corrodens
This species appears to be less frequently isolated than E.corrodens, the natural habitat is not known with certainty. The National Collection of Type Cultures has received strains for identification and combined with the strains of Jackson et. al (1971) , the organism has been isolated from sputum~ lung biopsy, vagina, amni~tic fluid, face lesions and an infected heel. Jackson et al (1971) found a similar pattern of test results to E.corrodens but B.corrodens differed in failing to grow aerobically, in producing urease, gelatinase and caseinase and giving negative results for lysine decarboxylase. The range of DNA base composition (28-29.7% GC) was significantly lower than that of Eikenella strains and the. two groups appeared serologically unrelated.
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